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1.

Introduction

1.1

This consultation seeks your views on proposed changes to The Organic Farming
Scheme 2004.

1.2

The changes are described below and details are given of the consultation process.

1.3

If you have any queries regarding this proposal, please contact Edward Clague,
Agricultural Policy Manager on 687344 or email ed.clague@gov.im or Kim Etherton,
Countryside Care Scheme Project Officer on 687343 or email kim.etherton@gov.im

2.
2.1

Background
The Organic Working Party published an Organic Action Plan in association with the
Department in November 2008. It lists a number of “Key Areas of Action” including
support for the organic sector of agriculture in the Isle of Man. These actions aim to
increase the supply of locally produced organic food on the Island. In relation to the
levels of support given to organic farmers, it called for:
 Higher levels of payment to help producers with the fixed costs of conversion to
organic methods and the associated costs of certification;
 An increase in the number of years over which a payment would be made to an
organic unit, to cover the above costs; and
 The inclusion of horticulture in the list of organic production categories eligible
for support.
The Organic Working Party has discussed the changes proposed by the
Department in response to the key areas for action detailed above and have broadly
agreed with the changes outlined in section 3, points 3.3 and 3.4.
In reviewing the Scheme and, in light of the introduction of the Countryside Care
Scheme from 1st April 2009, a number of further changes are proposed to ensure
coherence between the two Schemes and to take account of the new support structure
for farmers generally. These are covered in points 3.1, 3.2, 3.5 and 3.6.

3.
3.1

Proposed amendments
These are shown in italics in the appropriate sections. With reference to the copy of the
Scheme in Appendix 1, in section 2 Interpretation, it is proposed to amend the definition
of agriculture to the one contained in Government Circular 65/08 Definition of
Agriculture or as subsequently amended. It currently reads: the production, rearing or

growing of agricultural products including harvesting, milking, breeding animals and
keeping animals for farming purposes or maintaining land in good agricultural and
environmental condition. The Scheme text has an additional sentence to make clear that
horticulture is covered by the Organic Farming Scheme 2004.
3.2

In section 2 Interpretation, it is proposed to amend the definition of land so that it is
compatible with the definition of land that is eligible for a payment from the Countryside
Care Scheme. This described in Government Circular 64/08 or as amended.

3.3

In Schedule 1, horticulture is to be included in Part 1 and Part II as a sector to be
supported by the amended Scheme.

Issue date: 6th April 2009

3

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Consultation on amendments to The Organic Farming Scheme 2004

3.4

In Schedule 1, Part III, point (a), the amount of support is to be increased from £300 to
£1000 per unit in the first year. The amount to be paid in years two and three is to be
increased from £200 to £900 and the period over which a payment is to be made is to
be extended to years four and five. The amount to be paid in these latter two years is
£600 per year.

3.5

In Schedule 1, the definition of arable land was updated at a meeting of the
Departments’ Agricultural Committee in May 2007. The Scheme referred to an Arable
Area Payment Scheme 2002 but should have referred to the Cereals Intervention and
Area Payments Scheme 2000. This change was approved by the Committee and did not
require referral to Tynwald. The Scheme will now reflect this agreed change.

3.6

The Explanatory Note has been updated to reflect the proposed changes.

4.

Benefits of proposed amendments
Amendments 3.1 to 3.2 seek to ensure that there is no conflict or confusion in the use
of terms between this Scheme and the Countryside Care Scheme. 3.3 includes
horticulture in the range of agricultural sectors supported by this Scheme. 3.4 proposes
increased payments to farmers who are planning to change to organic farming
production systems and extends the period over which support can be paid. The highest
increase is given in the early years of the change as this is where the highest costs,
including that of accreditation, have to be met. Amendment 3.5 implements a change to
the Scheme previously agreed by the Department’s Agriculture Committee.

5.
5.1

Consultation process
Your views are sought on the proposed amendments detailed in section 3. If you
consider that there might be unintended consequences as a result of these changes,
please identify what you think these might be. The consultation period will run from 6th
April 2009 to 5th May 2009. Please send your comments in writing to the Department at:
Agricultural Services Division
DAFF
Rose House
51-59 Circular Road
Douglas
Isle of Man IM1 1AZ
or by email to ed.clague@gov.im or kim.etherton@gov.im

6.

Follow up to the consultation
A summary of responses will be published within three months of the end of the
consultation period and will be available at http://www.gov.im/daff/consultations
or
can be obtained from the Tynwald Library. It will include information on the action that
the Department will take as a consequence of the consultation process.
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Appendix 1 – The Organic Farming Scheme 2004 showing proposed changes in italics
in the text

Government Circular No 18/04

THE ORGANIC FARMING SCHEME 2004
Approved by Tynwald
16th June 2004
Coming into operation

1.

1st August 2004

Citation and commencement

This Scheme may be cited as the Organic Farming Scheme 2004 and shall come into
operation on the 1st August 2004.

2.

Interpretation
In this Scheme –

“agriculture” is defined as per Government Circular 65/08 or as amended. For the
purposes of this Scheme, “agricultural products” includes horticulture, fruit growing
and seed growing but does not include the use of land for woodlands;
“application” means an application for aid made in accordance with paragraph 10 in
respect of one or more organic parcels and “applicant” and “apply” shall be
construed accordingly;
“approved” means approved by a private inspection body
“approved organic sector authority” means the United Kingdom Register of Organic Food
Standards or such other body as may be approved by the Department;
“authorised person” means a person whether or not an officer of the Department who is
authorised by the Department, either generally or specifically, to act in matters
arising under this Scheme;
“beneficiary” means a person whose application in respect of land compromising one or
more organic parcels has been accepted by the Department;
“certificate of registration” means a certificate issued by a private inspection body in
respect of an organic parcel specifying the conversion period which applies in
relation to that organic parcel, or the date on which that conversion period begins;

Price: £1.70

Price Code: B
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“conversion” in relation to an organic parcel, means the conversion of the organic parcel to
being fully organic;
“conversion period”, in relation to an organic parcel means the period determined by the
inspection body as the period in which the conversion of that organic parcel is
expected to be completed, being a period starting –
(a)

in relation to the first organic parcel registered for conversion, not later than
the date of receipt; and

(b)

in relation to any other organic parcel, not later than the fifth anniversary of
the date of receipt;

“conversion plan” means a schedule in writing specifying, in relation to an organic unit –
(a)

those parcels which have been registered by the inspection body;

(b)

those parcels which it is intended to register in the future;

(c)

the dates on which such organic parcels have been or (as the case may be)
are to be registered; and

(d)

where the conversion plan relates to land on which livestock are kept, the
livestock that are undergoing conversion or are organic livestock;

“date of receipt”, in relation to an organic parcel, means the date on which the
Department received an application in accordance with paragraph 10 in respect of
that organic parcel;
“Department” means the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry;
“first organic parcel” means, of all the organic parcels comprised in an application, the
organic parcel the conversion period for which begins first;
“first year means –
(a)

(b)

in relation to an organic parcel –
(i)

in a case where the conversion period in respect of the organic
parcel has commenced no later than the date of receipt, the year
beginning with the date of receipt; and

(ii)

in any case, the year beginning with the anniversary of the date of
receipt which is the first such anniversary to occur during the
conversion period relating to the organic parcel in question; and

in relation to an organic unit, the first year in relation to the first organic
parcel to which an application relates, being the first such application
relating to land comprised in that organic unit,
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and any reference to any successive year is a reference to the relevant successive
year following in sequence from the first year;
“fully organic” in relation to an organic parcel or organic unit means that the inspection
body is satisfied that the conversion of that organic parcel or organic unit is
completed;
“grazing year” means any period of twelve months beginning with the date of receipt or
any anniversary of the date of receipt;
“holding” means all the production units managed by an applicant;
“inspection body”, in relation to an organic unit or organic parcel, means the private
inspection body to whom the applicant has applied to carry out inspection functions
in relation to that organic unit or organic parcel, and which has been approved by
the Department for such purpose;
“land” means land which is used for agriculture and which would be deemed eligible land

as defined in Government Circular 64/08 and as amended;

“landlord”, in relation to the tenant of a holding, means any person who either solely or
jointly owns that holding;
“last organic parcel” means, of all the organic parcels which are the subject of an
application, the organic parcel the conversion period for which begins last;
“livestock” means any animal or fowl kept for the production of food, wool or skin or for
the breeding of any animal for any such purpose;
“livestock undergoing conversion” means livestock which are identified in an approved
conversion plan as being in the process of being converted into organic livestock,
and which fully conform to those UKROFS standards which apply in relation to the
organic farming of livestock undergoing conversion;
“organic farming” means farming by organic methods;
“organic livestock” means livestock that are identified in an approved plan as being
livestock that fully conform to those UKROFS standards which apply in relation to
the organic farming of livestock;
“organic parcel” means an area of land which comprises the whole or part of an organic
unit and which is identified in an approved conversion plan by reference to such
system of field numbering as the Department may direct;
“organic unit” means an area of land which comprises the whole or part of a holding;
“owner” means the person who owns the fee simple of the holding;
“phased conversion” means the conversion of a number of organic parcels over a maximum
period of 10 years;
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“specified period”, in relation to an application, means the period beginning with the date
of receipt and ending on the expiry of the period of five years from the date on
which the first payment becomes payable in respect of the last organic parcel which
is the subject of that application;
“tenant” means a person who occupies a holding or part of a holding under a contract of
tenancy for a fixed term of years of which at least 5 years remain unexpired at the
commencement of the specified period;
“UKROFS standards” means the standards for organic farming of the United Kingdom
Register of Organic Food Standards published in January 1999 by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and known as UKROFS Standards for Organic Food
Production and the additional standards published in August 2000 by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food known as the UKROFS Standards for Organic Food
Production-Standards for Organic Livestock and Organic Livestock Products.

3. Aid for organic farming
(1)
Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 5, 8 and 9 the Department may make
payments of aid in accordance with this Scheme –
(a)

in respect of an organic parcel, to any person who is a beneficiary in respect
of that organic parcel; and

(b)

in respect of an organic unit, to any person who is a beneficiary in respect of
an organic parcel comprised in that organic unit,

provided that, in relation to any payment in respect of any given year, the beneficiary has made a
claim for payment in respect of that year in accordance with paragraph 10, and has supplied such
further information and evidence in relation to that claim as the Department reasonably may direct
to be supplied.
(2)
If, following the receipt of an application made in accordance with paragraph 10
and such information and evidence as the Department reasonably may direct to be supplied, it
appears to the Department that the applicant satisfies the conditions of eligibility specified in
paragraph 5 in respect of all, some or any one of the organic parcels that are the subject of that
application the Department shall, subject to paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 accept the application
with respect of the eligible organic parcel or parcels and notify the applicant in writing of the
acceptance and the date from which aid shall become payable in respect of the eligible organic
parcel or parcels.
(3)
A claim for the payment of aid shall be made at such time as the
Department may reasonably direct.
(4)
Payment of aid made by the Department to a beneficiary pursuant to this Scheme
may be made at any time during the year in respect of which the payment in question is to be
made.
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4.

Determinations of amounts of aid and periods for which aid is paid

(1)
Subject to the provisions of the Scheme, where a beneficiary is entitled to
the payment of aid, the aid shall be paid in respect of the following periods –
(a)

in respect of an organic parcel, five years –
(i)

in the case of the first organic parcel, beginning with the date of
receipt; and

(ii)

in any other case, beginning with the anniversary of the date of
receipt which is the first such anniversary to occur during the
conversion period relating to the organic parcel in question; and

(b)

in respect of an organic parcel which is already in conversion at the time of
application 4 years starting from the date of receipt of the application.

(c)

in respect of an organic parcel which has already been converted at the time
of application 5 years starting from the date of receipt of the application.

(d)

in respect of an organic unit, three years beginning with the date of receipt
of the first application relating to land comprised in that organic unit.

(2) The amount of aid payable under paragraph (1)(a) and (b) shall be determined in
accordance with Part  of Schedule 1; the amount of aid payable under paragraph 1 (c) shall be
determined in accordance with Part II of Schedule 1; the amount of aid payable under paragraph
1 (d) shall be determined in accordance with Part III of Schedule 1 provided that such rates may
be varied by the Department with the prior concurrence of Treasury.
5.

Eligible Applicant
To be eligible for inclusion in the Scheme an applicant must –

6.

(a)

be the lawful occupier of the land included in any application either as an owner or
tenant.
A tenant will be required to provide the Department with the written
consent of the landlord or landlords to include any land in the Scheme;

(b)

have registered a conversion plan with an approved organic sector body and
received a certificate of registration from that body;

(c)

hold a certificate from an approved organic sector body confirming that the
inspection body has approved a conversion plan relating to the whole of the organic
unit, comprising the organic parcel to which the application relates;

(d)

give the undertakings mentioned in paragraph 7 in support of his application.

Eligible Land
(1)

Applications may be made –
(a)

for a single organic parcel;
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(b)

for a series of organic parcels as part of a phased conversion plan. If
conversion is to be phased, application for the last organic parcel must be
made no later than 5 years from the date of entry into the Scheme of the
first organic parcel;

(c)

for an organic unit which comprises whole or part of a holding registered
with the Department.

(2)
An organic parcel must comprise a minimum of 2 acres being part of a holding but
sufficient in size to be considered as supporting a viable sustainable organic enterprise to the
satisfaction of the approved organic sector body and the Department.
7.

Undertakings

An applicant shall be required to give the following undertakings in support of any
application –
(a)

before claiming aid in respect of any organic parcel, to furnish to the Department a
certificate of registration in respect of that organic parcel;

(b)

for the duration of the specified period –

(c)

(i)

to retain a certificate of registration in respect of each organic parcel on
which aid has been claimed;

(ii)

to farm the land that is the subject of his application, and such part of the
organic unit comprising that land as at any given time is being farmed by
organic farming methods, in accordance with the proposals set out in his
application and with UKROFS standards and the standards set out in
Schedule 2;

(iii)

to ensure that no livestock other than organic livestock or livestock
undergoing conversion are grazed on his organic unit for more than 120
days in each grazing year unless with the prior written agreement of the
Department;

(iv)

to ensure that any such organic livestock undergoing conversion which are
kept on his organic unit are kept in accordance with UKROFS standards; and

(v)

where, at the date of his application, the applicant has introduced organic
farming on a part of his holding other than the part which is the subject of
the application, to ensure that that other part conforms to UKROFS
standards and he continues with organic farming on that other part of his
holding, in accordance with UKROFS standards and the standards set out in
Schedule 2; and

to complete the conversion of each organic parcel no later that the fifth anniversary
of the date on which the conversion period in respect of the organic parcel in
question begins.
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8.

Restrictions on acceptance of applications
(1)

The Department shall not accept an application unless –
(a)
it is accompanied by a certificate of registration given by the inspection body
in respect of the first organic parcel; and
(b)

it contains a declaration by the applicant that the inspection body has
approved a conversion plan relating to the whole of the organic unit
comprising the organic parcel to which the application relates.

(2)
The Department shall not accept an application for aid under this Scheme for a new
organic parcel unless it is made within six months of the date on which a certificate of registration
is first issued by the inspection body in respect of the first organic parcel.
(3)
The Department shall not accept an application from an applicant who occupies his
holding as a tenant unless the applicant has satisfied the Department that he has notified his
immediate landlord, in writing, of the making of such an application.
9.

Restrictions on payment of aid

(1)
In respect of a new organic parcel aid shall not be payable in respect of an
application in respect of any period before the date of receipt.
(2)
No payment of aid shall be made in respect of an organic parcel until the
Department has received a certificate of registration in respect of that organic parcel.
(3)
Where an application in respect of an organic parcel as part of a phased conversion
plan is accepted before the date on which the conversion period in respect of that organic parcel
begins, no payment of aid in respect of that organic parcel shall be made in respect of any period
beginning before the anniversary of the date of receipt which is the first such anniversary to occur
during that conversion period.
(4)
Aid shall not be payable under Part II of Schedule 1 in respect of any organic parcel
in respect of any period beginning more than five years after the date on which the first payment
of aid became payable in respect of that organic parcel.
10.

Form and content of application

An application and a claim for payment shall be made in writing and in such form, and shall
be accompanied by such information, as the Department reasonably may direct.
11.

Amendment of approved conversion plan

No amendment to a conversion plan approved by an inspection body shall have affect
unless such amendment has been approved by the inspection body
12.

Obligation to keep records

An applicant shall keep for the duration of the specified period any correspondence or
any other records relating to any document mentioned in paragraph 10, and any records relating
to his farming of any land in accordance with his undertakings under this Scheme.
Issue date: 6th April 2009
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13.

Determination of Land Type

(1)
The Department shall confirm the category or categories of land type for which
application is made as an organic parcel or organic unit in accordance with the land types outlined
in Schedule I.
(2)
The Department may notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for its declaration
under sub-paragraph (1) if there is not agreement between the applicant and the Department.
14.

Obligation to permit entry and inspection

(1)
An applicant shall permit an authorised person, accompanied by such other persons
acting under his instructions as appear to that authorised person to be necessary for the purpose,
at all reasonable hours and on production of evidence of his authority, if so required, to enter
upon any part of the applicants holding for the purposes of –
(a)

inspecting any land forming part of an organic unit or any document or
record in the possession or under the control of the applicant relating to, or
which the authorised person may reasonably suspect relates to, any
document referred to in regulation 9, with a view to verifying the accuracy
of any particulars given therein, or in relation thereto;

(b)

ascertaining whether the applicant has duly complied with any undertaking
given by him under this Scheme; or

(c)

determining the category of land of the Organic parcel in accordance with
the land types set out in Schedule 1.

(2)
An applicant shall render all reasonable assistance to an authorised person in
relation to the matters mentioned in paragraph (1) and in particular shall –
(a)

produce such document or record as may be required by the authorised
person for inspection;

(b)

permit the authorised person to take copies or extracts from any such
document or record; and

(c)

at the request of an authorised person, accompany him in making an
inspection of any land and identify any area of land to which any application
or any undertaking relates.

(3)
Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply in relation to a beneficiary as they apply in
relation to an applicant.
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15.

Withholding and recovery of aid, termination and exclusion

(1)
Where any person, with a view to obtaining the payment of aid to himself or any
other person, makes any statement or furnishes any information which is false or misleading in a
material respect, the Department may withhold the whole or any part of any aid payable to that
person or to that other person and may recover the whole or any part of any such aid already paid
to that person or to that other person.
(2)

Where a beneficiary –
(a)

fails to comply with any undertaking given by him under this Scheme;

(b)

fails without reasonable excuse to permit entry and inspection by an
authorised person or to render all reasonable assistance to such authorised
person as required by paragraph 14(2); or

(c)

fails to comply with any other requirements of this Scheme,

the Department may withhold the whole or any part of any aid payable to that beneficiary and
may recover the whole or any part of any aid already paid to him.
(3)
Where the Department takes any step specified in paragraph (1) or (2) it may also
treat as terminated any entitlement of the beneficiary to the payment of aid under this Scheme.
(4)
The Department shall give notice in writing of its decision under sub-paragraphs
(1), (2) or (3).
16.

Review and Appeal

(1)
Where an applicant is notified of the Department’s decision under any provisions of
this Scheme and considers that the Department has not taken one or more factors into account or
given due weight to one or more factors in making its decision, the applicant may, within 14 days
of the date of notification, request in writing that the Department’s Chief Executive review the
Department’s decision, stating the grounds on which the review is requested. The Chief Executive
shall review the Department’s decision and shall notify the applicant of the decision on review in
writing within 14 working days of the applicant’s request.
(2)
Where an applicant is notified of the decision on review but considers that the
grounds for review have not been addressed, the applicant may, within 14 days of the date of that
notification, appeal in writing to the Minister, stating the grounds on which the appeal is made.
The Minister, shall after taking such advice as the Minister considers appropriate, give notification
in writing of the decision on appeal with 28 working days of the applicant’s appeal in writing.
17.

Revocation
(1)

Subject to sub-paragraph (2), the Organic Farming Scheme 20031 is revoked.

(2)
Any application which has been accepted by the Department under the Organic
Farming Scheme 2003 shall continue to attract payment at the levels set under that Scheme,
subject to all other terms, conditions and limitations as if accepted under this Scheme.

Issue date: 6th April 2009

13

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Consultation on amendments to The Organic Farming Scheme 2004

SCHEDULE I
Part I
Payment in respect of an organic parcel.
1.

Arable, horticulture and fruit growing
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

2.

the
the
the
the
the

first year; £95 per acre
second year; £95 per acre
third year; £55 per acre
fourth year; £30 per acre
fifth year; £20 per acre

Improved land
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

3.

in
in
in
in
in

in
in
in
in
in

the
the
the
the
the

first year; £60 per acre
second year; £60 per acre
third year; £30 per acre
fourth year; £30 per acre
fifth year; £20 per acre

Unimproved land/Rough grazing
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

in
in
in
in
in

the first year; £5 per acre
the second year; £5 per acre
the third year; £5 per acre
the fourth year; £3 per acre
the fifth year; £3 per acre
Part II

Payment for a period of five years of an organic parcel already converted.
1.

Arable, horticulture and fruit growing; £20 per acre

2.

Improved land; £12 per acre

3.

Unimproved land/rough grazing; £2 per acre
Part III

Payment in respect of an organic unit as a whole

(a)
(b)
(c)

in the first year; £1000

in the second year; £900 and
in years three, four and five; £600

In this part –
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“arable land” means land where the applicant can provide evidence of having received
subsidy payments from the Cereals Intervention and Area Payments Scheme 2000;
“fruit growing” means the growing and production of apples, pears, cherries and plums;
“improved land” means land designated by the Department as being permanent pasture
and where the grass sward shall contain at least 30% ground cover of perennial
ryegrass, Timothy, Cocksfoot, White Clover or any combination thereof and includes
any land other than arable land and unimproved rough grazing land;
“unimproved land/rough grazing” means land designated by the Department as not
suitable for cash cropping.
Paragraph 7

SCHEDULE 2
Standards to be observed

1.

The main beneficiary shall not plough, reseed or improve, by use of drainage, manures or
liming agents, any heathland, grassland of conservation value, (including species-rich
grassland,) or rough grazing. The beneficiary shall not graze any such semi-natural
habitats so as to cause poaching, over-grazing or under-grazing affecting the conservation
value of such habitats.

2.

The beneficiary shall avoid localised heavy stocking in the nesting season on areas of seminatural vegetation, including heathland, species-rich grassland and rough grazing.

3.

The beneficiary shall not carry out field operations, such as harrowing and rolling, on
species-rich grassland or rough grazing during the nesting season.

4.

The beneficiary shall not cultivate or apply fertilisers to the land within 1 metre of any
boundary features, such as fences, hedges or walls.

5.

The beneficiary shall retain traditional farm boundary features, for example hedges and
walls. He shall carry out hedge-trimming in rotation, but not between the 1st March and
the 31st August. The beneficiary shall maintain any stock-proof boundaries, using
traditional methods and materials.

6.

Ditch maintenance shall be carried out in rotation, but not between the 1st March and the
31st August.

7.

The beneficiary shall maintain streams, ponds and wetland areas.

8.

The beneficiary shall retain any copses, farm woodlands or groups of trees.

9.

The beneficiary shall ensure that in farming the land he does not damage, destroy or
remove any feature of historical or archaeological interest.

10.

The beneficiary shall abide by all Codes of Good Agricultural Practice published by the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.
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MADE 26th May 2004

J Rimington
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Scheme)
This Scheme consolidates, with amendments, the Scheme approved by Tynwald on the 20th May
2003 which is revoked.
The Scheme continues to provide for the payment of aid to farmers who propose to undertake or
have undertaken organic farming methods and comply with specified environmental management
conditions.
To be eligible farmers must have a plan to convert land to organic status approved by a body
sanctioned by the United Kingdom Register of Organic Farm Standards and agree to farm such
land to organic standards. A minimum of two acres is required to enter into the scheme.
Aid is available through a degressive annual payment per acre for a five-year period for land
already converted and for land proposed to be converted. Additional lump sum payments per
organic unit are available by an annual payment for a five-year period.
The Scheme has been amended to introduce three levels of assistance in respect of three different
land types: arable land including horticulture; improved land which is permanent pasture; and
unimproved rough grazing. Previously there was a single figure set in respect of the conversion to
organic farming, irrespective of land type.
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